
Friday February 28th, 2020 

 
                      Optional Blood Screening  6:30am—7:45am  

       Registration & Continental Breakfast  6:45am—7:45am 

                              Workshop Sessions   8:00am—1:30pm 

 Two Locations  

PLEASE REGISTER AT:  www.ndsec.org by February 21, 2020 
. 

Non-member district/agency staff are welcome ($100.00 registration fee applies) 
. 

For further information, please contact Carmen Keane at  
NDSEC (630) 894-0490 or ckeane@ndsec.org 

Executive Functioning Skills: Strategies to Support  
Students in the Classroom and at Home 

 

Presented by Sarah Ward, M.S., CCC/SLP 

Lake Park High School, East Campus 

600 S. Medinah Rd. - Roselle, IL 60172 

180 Days of Awesome: 
Teaching Strategies that Engage and Motivate All Kids 

 

Presented by Monica Genta 

Lake Park High School, West Campus 

500 W Bryn Mawr Rd. - Roselle, IL 60172 

or 

Paraprofessionals ROCK! 
Building Skills to Provide the Best Support 

for Students in the Classroom 
 

STAFF 
Presented by  Angela Albrigo, Karrie Drent, Nicole Melquist, Karin Stevens, Nicole Wren and James Zinni 



 

If you have a disability as defined under the Americans with Disabilities Act and plan to attend this  
conference, please contact Todd Putnam or Carmen Keane at (630) 894–0490. 

. 
Parents of students attending NDSEC programs or member district classes are welcome and  

encouraged to attend.  Parents who wish to attend the conference and have student(s) enrolled  
in a NDSEC class or member district are eligible for a $40.00 child-care stipend. 

Executive Functioning Skills:   
       Strategies to Support Students in the Classroom and at Home  

. 
Presented by Sarah Ward, M.S., CCC/SLP 

Paraprofessionals ROCK!  
Building Skills to Provide the Best Support for Students in the Classroom   

. 
Presented by Angela Albrigo, Karrie Drent, Nicole Melquist, Karin Stevens, Nicole Wren and James Zinni 

Executive functions are the cognitive abilities that control and regulate most of what we do in a  
day-to-day life.  This includes the ability to initiate, plan and organize, set goals, solve problems, 
regulate emotions, and monitor behavior.  Because these skills play a role in most aspects of life, 
executive function deficits can impact a student  academically, socially, and emotionally.   
Sara Ward is a nationally recognized expert on executive functions.  Please join us for a day filled 
with learning that focuses on proven strategies to support students in the classroom and at 
home. 

180 Days of Awesome:   
       Teaching Strategies that Engage & Motivate All Kids  

. 
Presented by Monica Genta 

Awesome is all around us.  Every single day you walk into your school something amazing is 
bound to happen.  The key, be open to experiencing the awesome in our schools, classrooms, 
and hallways, in unexpected ways.  Come discover how changing the way students respond to 
YOU can revolutionize your classroom. These innovative teaching strategies are outside the box, 
but add whimsy and motivation to your environment.  Most importantly, these ideas work and 
are bound to change the way the game is played in your classroom. 

Mini session 1: Keep Calm and Communicate will focus on core language boards, Boardmaker, high-tech 
and low-tech communication options and visual task strips. There will be time for open discussion about 
using communication tools and visuals in the classroom. At the conclusion of this professional develop-
ment, participants will have the confidence to utilize communication supports and unique visuals for a 
variety of situations. (Angela Albrigo and James Zinni) 
 

Mini session 2: Para Power! Using your skills to avoid power struggles and effectively manage student 
behaviors.  During this training, paraprofessionals will learn how to proactively and reactively intervene 
with problematic behaviors and utilize instructional strategies to increase student engagement. 
Paraprofessionals will also learn how to support data collection in the classroom and increase their  
understanding of data-based decision making. (Karrie Drent and Nicole Wren) 
 

Mini session 3: Working with a child with special needs and developing independence can seem like a 
daunting task.  If we are not deliberate with how we support students in special education, in trying to 
help them we unknowingly could be limiting their potential in the future.  It is important to build your 
students' confidence and independence so they realize how much they can do on their own.  This  
workshop will help staff learn how to provide students with the best support and services to maximize 
their potential and learn about ways to work within a team to create consistency in building skills and 
fostering independence.  (Nicole Melquist and Karin Stevens)  


