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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

As surgical guides become streamlined into routine use by general and specialist dentists alike, 
understanding the steps involved in designing and fabricating such guides provides a better 
understanding of their application, limitation and use. 
 

This course discusses the process of designing a surgical guide and producing them in-office.  
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

After taking this course, participants will: 
 

 Be knowledgeable about the materials and software required to design a surgical guide 

 Learn how to design such guides 

 Understand what is involved in producing them in-office 
 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Cleber Silva, DDS, FICOI, is an assistant professor of dental medicine at Columbia 
University College of Dental Medicine (CDM) and an affiliate assistant professor of 
oral medicine at the University of Washington – Seattle. He graduated in 1998 
from the School of Dental & Oral Surgery (now the College of Dental Medicine) of 
Columbia University, and is a board-eligible maxillofacial radiologist.  
 

After attending a general practice residency at the New York Hospital of Cornell 
University in 1998-1999, Dr. Silva practiced general dentistry for 13 years. He 
returned to Columbia University CDM as a faculty member in 2009, and in 2015 
completed a maxillofacial radiology residency program at the University of 
Washington – Seattle. 

He currently teaches full-time in the Division of Maxillofacial Radiology and is in private practice of 
maxillofacial radiology. Originally from Brazil, Dr. Silva speaks Portuguese and Spanish. 
 

His research interests include the use of non-ionizing radiation for patient imaging, augmented reality 
integration into surgical theaters, digital tomosynthesis and medico-dental 3D printing. He has developed a 
patent-pending electromagnetic field image simulator for use in pre-doctoral teaching of dental radiology. 
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