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Pre-Conference
Wednesday, November 9

A Core Vocabulary Approach to Implementation: It’s All About Language 
Learning and Communication
Presenters: Marlene Cummings, Stacey Fox, Janet Hamblin, and Dawn Jones
Do you have students with complex communication needs who would benefit from or are currently 
using AAC supports and strategies? You answer YES! Do you wish you had a systematic approach to 
implementation of core vocabulary and language that would build capacity across teams and support 
sustainable impact? Would you say “PRICELESS”? Join us as we share success stories, videos, and 
artifacts from teams applying this powerful framework. Leave with an action plan that will take you to 
the next level.

Partner-Augmented Input in the Classroom: Bringing Modeling to Your School
Presenters: Matthew Baud and Jill Senner
This session is designed to introduce team leaders, assistive technology coordinators, and speech-
language pathologist’s (SLPs) to an 8-step, evidence-based instructional program for school staff. 
The instructional program has proven to be successful in increasing use of partner-augmented 
input in the classroom and benefits to students have been observed. In this session, attendees will 
participate in a variety of interactive training elements that will help them refine their modeling skills. 
Participants will also be introduced to the steps involved in conducting communication partner training 
in their schools. Participants will be provided with a binder of all materials necessary to implement 
the program. Attendees are encouraged to bring a SGD or iPad for use in hands-on active learning 
segments.

{more to say} I’m asking a question, You need to tell me yes or no, Are you 
progressing with PODD
Presenter: Laura Taylor
There are more than 500 Pragmatic Organization Dynamic Display (PODD) books floating around the 
state of Michigan and nearly as many people who have been trained at an introductory level. So, how 
is it going? Do you feel like you need more support? Spend a day with other people who have been 
trained to use PODD and just need a refresher. Topics: Assessment: which book to choose for a 
child; Navigation: when to use which book and how; Implementation: how to do this on a daily basis; 
and, Impact: what does it look like when I’m doing it right?
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Conference
Thursday, November 10

At-A-Glance
8:30-8:50 Registration

9:00-9:45 Keynote – Matthew Baud and Jill Senner

10:00-11:15

LAMP the App 
– Secrets to 

Understanding

Lori Westman

Building Concepts: 
Laying the 
Foundation

Deaf-Blind Central

Making a Core 
Impact

Oakland County 
AAC Team

Vendor Session

Premier Literacy

11:15-12:15 Lunch on Your Own

12:30-1:45

Chat with Me: 
Pragmatic Skill 

Intervention

Matthew Baud and 
Jill Senner

Building 
Relationships with 
Core Vocabulary

Chris Klein

Shared Reading 
Using Core 
Vocabulary

Amy Devin and 
Lauren Pawlowski

Virtual Presentation

AAC Parenthood: 
Perspective, 

Priorities, and 
Partnership

Dana Nieder

1:45-2:15 Vendor Fair

2:15-3:30

Total Package: 
Blending AAC and 

Sign Language

Kelly Dunham and 
Rachael Langley

Repeat Session

Building 
Relationships with 
Core Vocabulary

Chris Klein

Switched On 
Learning!  

Curriculum Access 
with Switches

Robin Pegg and 
Megan Zell

Virtual Presentation

Vendor Session

Exploring 
FreeSpeech: 

Technology Supports 
for Language 
Development

Lucas Steuber and  
Ajit Narayanan
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Conference
Thursday, November 10

10:00-11:15 a.m.

LAMP the APP - Secrets to Understanding
Presenter: Lori Westman
This session will focus on helping educators understand the theory and design behind the 
organization of content within the LAMP Words For Life app. Simple, basic hints, not covered in the 
on-line video resources, will be shared. Attendees will get the most from this session if they bring their 
own iPad with LAMP app. (A very limited number of iPads with the app will be available for use with a 
drivers license “deposit”, but this cannot be guaranteed.)

Building Concepts: Laying the Foundation
Presenters: Deaf-Blind Central
In order for students who have multiple disabilities to be successful with AAC devices, they must 
first understand the concepts behind the symbols. This session will provide strategies for building 
concepts for the most complex learners.

Making a Core Impact
Presenters: Oakland County AAC Team
Are you looking for a powerful approach to support students with complex communication needs? 
One that makes an impact on their communication, language, and learning? Look no further! Join us 
as we explore various ways to implement core vocabulary and share success stories, videos, and 
artifacts from teams applying this powerful approach. Let’s make an impact!

Vendor Session
Presented By: Premier Literacy

12:30-1:45 p.m.

Chat with Me: Pragmatic Skill Intervention
Presenters: Matthew Baud and Jill Senner
The acquisition of social skills is an important factor in the successful integration of individuals 
with disabilities. Social skills are critical for successful academic inclusion as well as competitive 
employment. In this presentation the results from a social skills intervention study will be discussed. 
In addition, a number of evidence-based strategies for teaching social skills will be reviewed and 
customizations to a core vocabulary will be demonstrated to illustrate inclusion of vocabulary 
necessary to perform a variety of pragmatic functions.

3



12:30-1:45 p.m.

Shared Reading Using Core Vocabulary
Presenters: Amy Devin and Lauren Pawlowski, Oxford Schools
As professionals who work with individuals with complex needs both in communication and learning, 
we know how important access and exposure of language is to these students. And yet, these are 
the students who often get far less modeling of language and exposure to language at their level in a 
way in which they can engage successfully. In this session, we will discuss why shared reading using 
core vocabulary is integral to the successful language practice of our most complex communicators 
and learners and how it builds emergent literacy understandings. We will discuss who these learners 
are and how this strategy can move any individual one step beyond where they are now. We will 
also go through a systematic approach for gaining engagement and modeling language using core 
vocabulary.

Building Relationships with Core Vocabulary
Presenter: Chris Klein
We need to look at AAC communication differently. Too many times it’s about meeting the 
educational standards or requesting things. Communication is so much bigger than that. 
Communication is about building relationships. However, we don’t need special vocabulary to build 
relationships. We build relationships with everyday language, which is called core vocabulary. This 
session will explain the importance of having core vocabulary on an AAC device. It will explain 
how having access to everyday language will help develop the person’s language skills, which will 
ultimately meet the educational standards. Most importantly, it will discuss the importance of the 
person being apart of a community, so that they can develop meaningful relationships. It will explain 
how BeCOME: AAC is tackling this social isolation problem many people who use AAC have and how 
to set up a program like it in your community.

AAC: Parenthood: Perspective, Priorities, and Partnership
Presenter: Dana Nieder
Virtual Presentation
Join Dana Nieder, author of Uncommon Sense blog, as she shares her perspective as a parent of 
a non-speaking child. After years of advocacy and presuming competence for her daughter, Dana 
now considers the Nieder family an AAC family. This session will discuss how to foster collaboration 
between families and professionals, while keeping the focus on supporting a child’s evolving path to 
total communication.

Conference
Thursday, November 10
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Conference
Thursday, November 10

2:15-3:30 p.m.

REPEAT SESSION: Building Relationships with Core Vocabulary
Presenter: Chris Klein
We need to look at AAC communication differently. Too many times it’s about meeting the 
educational standards or requesting things. Communication is so much bigger than that. 
Communication is about building relationships. However, we don’t need special vocabulary to build 
relationships. We build relationships with everyday language, which is called core vocabulary. This 
session will explain the importance of having core vocabulary on an AAC device. It will explain 
how having access to everyday language will help develop the person’s language skills, which will 
ultimately meet the educational standards. Most importantly, it will discuss the importance of the 
person being apart of a community, so that they can develop meaningful relationships. It will explain 
how BeCOME: AAC is tackling this social isolation problem many people who use AAC have and how 
to set up a program like it in your community.

Total Package: Blending AAC and Sign Language
Presenters: Kelly Dunham and Rachael Langley
Teams are sometimes torn on which approach to put in place for students who are emergent 
communicators. Join Kelly and Rachael as they discuss a case-study where the student’s hearing 
status was unknown and possibly inconsistent. As the team debated whether sign language or 
symbol supports via AAC would be best, Kelly and Rachael joined forces to implement a blended 
program where vocabulary was introduced using speech, sign language, and voice-output AAC. 
Learn how to build a personal sign dictionary and engage the team across both home and school 
settings.

Switched On Learning! Curriculum Access with Switches
Presenter: Robin Pegg and Megan Zell
Join this hands on learning lab to explore examples of using switches and other tools to access 
curriculum. Examples from curricula such as Unique Curriculum and Writing Workshop will be 
demonstrated.

Exploring FreeSpeech: Technology Supports for Language Development
Presenters: Lucas Steuber and Ajit Narayanan
Virtual Presentation
[Description will be available at a later date.]
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Conference
Friday, November 11

At-A-Glance
8:30-8:50 Registration

9:00-9:45
Keynote – Motivate, Model, Move Out of the Way: 

Keeping it Simple for Maximum AAC Results 
Kate Ahern

10:00-11:15

AAC 
Implementation 

Using The 
Descriptive 

Teaching Model

Lauren Enders 

Using the 
Communication 
Matrix to Guide 

Intervention

Lori Westman

Peer Modeling  
and AAC

Megan Hojnacki 
and Kim Pyper

Vendor Session

Forbes Rehab

11:15-12:15 Lunch on Your Own

12:30-1:45

Visual Supports and 
Video Models  

for AAC

Kate Ahern

AAC Activities 
for All Day 

Communication

Carolyn O’Hearn 
and Eric Hall

Blood, Sweat, 
and Tears: SGD 

Funding in 
Michigan

Melissa Hoffmann

Repeat Session

LAMP the App 
– Secrets to 

Understanding

Lori Westman

1:45-2:15 Vendor Fair

2:15-3:30

Expectations 
without Demands: 

Teaching AAC 
When Apraxia and 
Anxiety Interfere

Kate Ahern

AAC in the IEP

Lauren Enders 

Virtual Presentation

Vendor Session

Everything 
Eyegaze

Lucas Steuber 

3:30-3:45 Closing Comments
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Conference
Friday, November 11

10:00-11:15 a.m.

AAC Implementation Using The Descriptive Teaching Model
Presenter: Lauren Enders
In this session, participants will learn about referential versus descriptive teaching styles and how 
descriptive teaching styles may be used to support vocabulary and language development in 
AAC users. Participants will learn how the Descriptive Teaching Method may be used across the 
curriculum to maximize language learning in AAC users. Additionally, attendees will learn partner 
strategies that help support language learning when combined with use of the Descriptive Teaching 
Model and Aided Language Stimulation. Opportunities for practice will be provided along with time for 
participants to ask questions and discuss responses.

Using the Communication Matrix to Guide Intervention
Presenter: Lori Westman
The Communication Matrix, by Dr. Charity Rowland, is a communication skills assessment designed 
to evaluate early forms of communication. The Communication Matrix is unique in measuring all 
possible communicative behaviors in non-speaking individuals and accommodates any type of 
communicative behavior, including “augmentative and alternative” forms of communication, pre-
symbolic communication, and typical forms of communication such as speech and writing. This 
session will help participants better understand the Communication Matrix Profile and use the results 
to guide goal writing and interventions for students with complex communication needs.

Peer Modeling and AAC
Presenters: Megan Hojnacki and Kim Pyper
Peer modeling is an effective tool for supporting AAC users. Peer-mediated interventions have been 
proven to positively impact communication skills for students with disabilities. Join us as we talk about 
how we are training these natural communication partners and explore more of the power peers can 
have on our students with complex communication needs.

Vendor Session
Presented By: Forbes Rehab
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12:30-1:45 p.m.

Visual Supports and Video Models for AAC
Presenter: Kate Ahern
Visual supports and video models are both research based practices in special education. In this 
session we will explore some of the options to use visual supports and video models to increase and 
support augmentative and alternative communication. We will look at how visual supports such as 
descriptive labels can be used in homes and in schools. Video models, both staged and contextual, 
will also be explored as options to offer consistent, focused and self-accessed aided language 
stimulation.

AAC Activities for All Day Communication
Presenters: Carolyn O’Hearn and Eric Hall
The use of AAC is quickly spreading from a “speech therapy only” to an “everybody, all day” 
mentality. One large difficulty with this amazing transition is coming up with novel ideas for activities - 
doing the same thing day-in and day-out gets boring for the student AND for the staff! What should be 
modeled? How can it be adapted for different students, group sizes, and activities? This presentation 
will showcase real life, take home activities that incorporate AAC, as well as allow for time to discuss 
how to modify other activities for your students. These activities have been utilized at a center-
based program (MoCI, SCI, SXI classrooms) with students presenting with various levels of complex 
communication needs.

Blood, Sweat, and Tears: SGD Funding in Michigan
Presenter: Melissa Hoffmann
You do not need to be an AAC specialist to apply for funding for a speech generating device (SGD).  
Any SLP can do it, but it helps to know what you need to do and what documents you need to include 
before sending off a funding packet to different insurances. As many SLPs either do not have the time 
or are encouraged not to request SGDs, how and where to refer for device evaluations will also be 
discussed.

REPEAT SESSION: LAMP the APP - Secrets to Understanding
Presenter: Lori Westman
This session will focus on helping educators understand the theory and design behind the 
organization of content within the LAMP- Words For Life app. Simple, basic hints, not covered in the 
on-line video resources, will be shared. Attendees will get the most from this session if they bring their 
own iPad with LAMP app. (A very limited number of iPads with the app MAY be available for  
use with a drivers license “deposit”, but this cannot be guaranteed.)

Conference
Friday, November 11
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Conference
Friday, November 11

2:15-3:30 p.m.

Expectations without Demands: Teaching AAC When Apraxia and  
Anxiety Interfere
Presenter: Kate Ahern
In individuals with severe apraxia and/or dyspraxia with and without co-morbid anxiety, 
confrontational, or high demand situations create an expected decrease in ability to access 
augmentative and alternative communication. In this session we will discuss approaches to teaching 
AAC to students with Rett Syndrome, Angelman Syndrome, and other conditions which can create 
apraxia and anxiety. We will explore how to teach emotional intelligence, support positive behaviors, 
and increase ability to access communication by changing how we approach interactions and looking 
at ways to decrease anxiety and apraxia across multiple settings. Additionally, we will explore ways to 
collect meaningful AAC data when individuals don’t respond well to discrete trials or testing situations.

AAC in the IEP
Presenter: Lauren Enders
In this session, participants will first explore where AAC use and supports should be reflected in the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) and how to include this information in the IEP document. 
Participants will then review best practices for general goal writing. Attendees will also learn how to 
write appropriate and measurable speech-language therapy goals for students who use AAC systems 
(systems may be their primary mode of communication or a secondary method of communication). 
Participants will have an opportunity to practice writing goals for their students and will be given time 
to ask questions/initiate group discussions.

Vender Session: Everything Eyegaze
Presenter: Lucas Steuber
Virtual Presentation
Access to a communication system via eye gaze is often an expensive, challenging, slow, and 
intimidating process for parents and clinicians. In addition, the tracking hardware hasn’t always been 
entirely reliable - especially for users who have a lot of movement in their head or body or have some 
specific visual impairments. In the past few years, eye gaze tracking tools have become remarkably 
more accurate and inexpensive, with dedicated devices becoming robust and reliable and even over-
the-counter hardware available that works very well with any computer. In this session we will cover 
current eye tracking communication solutions, talk about the process of potentially transitioning from 
an older system, as well as look toward future developments in software and hardware development, 
including new options for Apple computers and wearable eye tracking solutions.
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